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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to March 19, 2010 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 87,88,91,96,98,99,112,114,128,177,178,180,181,186-190 and 192-199 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date Feb 5, 2010 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action responds to the amendment and arguments filed by applicant 
on March 19, 2010 in reply to the previous Office action on the merits, mailed Oct 15, 
2009. 

Prosecution History Summary 

• Claims 87-88 (2), 91 (1 ), 95-99 (5), 1 01 -1 02 (2), 1 1 2 (1 ), 1 1 4 (1 ), 1 28-1 31 (4) 
and 175-191 (17) were pending before this amendment. (Total 33 claims) 

• Claims 95, 97, 1 01 -1 02, 1 29-1 31 , 1 75-1 76, 1 79, 1 82-1 85 and 1 91 are 
"cancelled" (withdrawn). (Total 15 claims cancelled) 

• Hence, claims 87-88, 91 , 96, 98-99, 1 1 2, 1 1 4, 1 28, 1 77-1 78, 1 80-1 81 , 1 86-1 90 
are pending. (Total 18 claims) 

• New claims 1 92-1 99 are "added". (Total 8 claims added) 

• Hence, claims 87-88, 91 , 96, 98-99, 1 1 2, 1 1 4, 1 28, 1 77-1 78, 1 80-1 81 , 1 86-1 90 
and 192-199 are pending in the instant application. (Total 26 claims) 

• Claims 87-88, 91 , 96, 98-99 and 1 77 are "Amended". (Total 7 claims) 

Response to Amendment 

The cancellation of claims 95, 97, 1 01 -1 02, 1 29-1 31 , 1 75-1 76, 1 79, 1 82-1 85 and 
191 by applicant, in the reply filed on March 19, 2010 is hereby acknowledged. 

The addition of new claims 192-199 by applicant, in the reply filed on March 19, 
2010 is hereby acknowledged. 

The amendment of claims 87-88, 91 , 96, 98-99 and 1 77 by applicant, in the reply 
filed on March 19, 2010 is hereby acknowledged. 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,508 
Art Unit: 3687 



Page 3 



Allowance 

Claims 87-88, 91,96,98-99, 112, 114, 128, 177-178, 180-181, 186-190 and 192- 
199 are allowed. 

Applicant's arguments, remarks and amendments filed on March 19, 2010 were 
considered and they are persuasive. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claim 87 recites a system comprising, inter alia, 
wherein the point of sale device generates the electronic receipt without 
needing to retrieve additional information from the receipt administration system 
to generate the electronic receipt using the transaction dependent select policy of the 
plurality of electronic receipt policies, and wherein information from the local 
electronic receipt database and the local electronic receipt activity log is exported 
to the receipt administration system at predetermined time intervals. 

Pitroda et al. (US 5,590,038), discloses a universal electronic transaction card 
("UET card") capable of serving as a number of different credit cards, bank cards, 
identification cards, employee cards, medical cards and the like. The UET card includes 
information storage elements, an input interface, a processor, a display, and a 
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communications interface. The user presents the UET card to the point of sales terminal 
for a sales transaction. After proper verification with the main computer of the service 
provider, the sales transaction information is transferred and stored in the UET card by 
the point of sales terminal to eliminate paper receipts and facilitate future storage, 
verification and analysis for billing, budgeting and financial management and using a 
home or office personal computer or other facilities. The invention also includes a 
system of issuing account authorization to a UET card, a system of transferring 
transactional and account information between a UET card and a personal computer or 
mainframe computer, a system of using the UET card as a remote terminal for a 
mainframe computer, and a system of conducting an electronic transaction. 

Marshall et al. (US 2003/0055733 A1), teaches memorialization of commercial 
transactions via an electronic receipt including establishing a connection between a 
mobile device and an electronic receipt terminal, and transmitting an electronic receipt 
of a commercial transaction from the electronic receipt terminal to the mobile device. 

Himmel et al. (US 6,898,598), teaches an invention for processing electronic 
receipts within a computer network are provided. The present invention comprises 
creating a customer profile for a user using a Smart Receipt application. When the user 
purchases items, electronic receipts (smart receipts) are sent from the point of sale to a 
designated database. The database may be on a credit card company server, the 
product manufacturer's server, a special cash receipts server, or a central clearing 
house server. When the customer wants a copy of a receipt, he or she enters search 
parameters which specify the desired receipt. The search parameters may include item 
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type, date of purchase, and method of purchase. A Smart Receipt object is then 
initiated, which retrieves the specified electronic receipt from the appropriate database, 
according to the search parameters. A copy of the retrieved electronic receipt is then 
downloaded to a client machine (e.g. PDA, PC) designated by the customer profile. 

Smith et al. (US 6,487,540 B1), teaches an invention relate to systems, methods 
and apparatus for the generation, transmission, storage and manipulation of electronic 
receipts which communicate itemized purchase transaction information. Preferred 
embodiments comprise wireless vendor devices and wireless purchaser devices which 
transmit electronic receipts at a point-of-sale for documentation of a purchase 
transaction. Further processing of the electronic receipt information may be performed 
with a purchaser device or with a secondary computing device after subsequent receipt 
transmission to that secondary device. 

However, Pitroda, Marshall, Himmell and Smith fail to disclose the limitation 
wherein the point of sale device generates the electronic receipt without needing to 
retrieve additional information from the receipt administration system to generate 
the electronic receipt using the transaction dependent select policy of the plurality of 
electronic receipt policies, and wherein information from the local electronic receipt 
database and the local electronic receipt activity log is exported to the receipt 
administration system at predetermined time intervals. 
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Furthermore, neither the prior art, the nature of the system, nor knowledge of a 
person having ordinary skill in the art, provide any reasonable rationale to combine prior 
art teachings. 

Independent claim 177 contains similar limitations as set forth in claim 87 and is 
therefore patentable over the prior art based on the same rationale. 

The dependent claims are allowable over the prior art based on the dependence on 
one of the independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HARSHAD PARIKH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 9 
AM-5 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HRP/ 

June 14, 2010 
/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
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